[Long-term impact of breast reconstruction on quality of life among breast cancer patients].
Psychological impact of modified radical mastectomy carried out simultaneously with breast reconstruction (n=45) was compared with that in controls who underwent similar surgery for cancer alone (n=50). After 12 months, depression was less frequent in group 1 and indices such as being a good mixer, joyfulness, activity, happiness, job satisfaction and access to leisure and entertainment were significantly higher than among controls (p< or =0.05). However, deep depression persisted in group 1 (13%) as long as for 12 months and intense angst in 17.8%.